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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Platan. Par Clodius Piat. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1906. — pp. 382. 

This volume belongs to the series, " Les Grands Philosophes," and bears 
in general the same character as preceding numbers. It consists of eight 
chapters : I, The Dialogues ; II, Plato's Method ; III, The Ideas ; IV, 
Nature ; V, God ; VI, The Soul ; VII, The Good ; VIII, The State. M. 
Piat adds four tables of statistics and a bibliography, the former containing 
nothing new, the latter both incomplete and marred by almost countless 
errors . 

One is at a loss to know why the book was written. It does not have in 
a marked degree the virtues of lucidity and charm which we naturally ex- 
pect in the writings of the French, and it adds little to our knowledge of 
Plato. In the first chapter the views of Lutoslawski and Gomperz are set 
down in a brief resume, except that the Parmenides is declared to be spu- 
rious. M. Piat lays much stress on the want of attestation prior to the cata- 
logue of Thrasyllus, which he regards as open to suspicion ; but he seems to 
approve the suggestion of M. Huit that the dialogue may have been written 
by a pupil of the academy and added to the canon of Plato, perhaps with 
the authorization of the master himself (p. 30, n. 2). This would seem to 
be rather inconsistent, not to use a stronger term. 

The systematic presentation of Plato's thought is neither profound nor 
stimulating. The student of Plato will find this more satisfactorily done in 
his Zeller, with the advantage of learning what questions are open to con- 
troversy, if he does not prefer to follow the evolution of the philosopher's 
somewhat unsystematic thought in the dialogues themselves or in such 
analyses as are presented by Grote and Gomperz. 

M. Piat's book will not bear comparison with the admirable accounts of 

Plato's philosophy lately published by Gomperz and Raeder. 

W. A. Heidel. 
"VVesleyan University. 

Rudolf Eucken' s Philosophy of Life. By W. R. Boyce-Gibson. London, 
A. & C. Black, 1906. — pp. viii, 168. 

This little volume, the chapters of which were originally lectures delivered 
before the University of London in 1905, has been published under the 
auspices of the Hibbert trustees. It might almost be regarded as the tribute 
of a disciple to his master, were it not that Mr. Boyce-Gibson is more 
attached to the doctrine than to its propounder. He states his conviction 
of its ' ' vitality and fundamental soundness. ' ' Professor Eucken' s teaching 
seems to him to offer the needed rallying-point for contemporay Idealism, 
and to be "the philosophy of the future, if the future proves worthy of it." 
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